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The winter is finally over and the horses are all doing well and looking good. We welcome Angel to the group who is slowly settling in and we are introducing her gradually to sessions so far she is doing well. The competition season is once again upon us so it is a really busy time of year practising for show-jumping, dressage and country-side challenge as well as getting all the horses competition ready. 
Last week on Tuesday 23rd April Erme Valley once again hosted the regional show-jumping competition for south west RDA and it was a great day. There were lots of successes across the day including Janice and Martin who rode the level one show-jumping course independently of leaders and side helpers for the first time on Angel and Ebony respectively. Also well done to Patrick who qualified on Princess in the level 2 show-jumping, Anthony, Cara and Kirsty who qualified on Angel, Albert and Solly in the level 3 show-jumping and Ellie who qualified in the level 4 show-jumping on Teddy. All have qualified for their place to show-jump at the nationals at Hartpury in July. Huge thank you to everyone who helped last Tuesday it is very greatly appreciated. 
On Tuesday 14th May we will be travelling down to Lakefield in Cornwall with 16 riders and 7 horses for the regional dressage and country-side challenge qualifiers. We wish all our riders the best of luck and again thanks to all those who have helped in the organisation of the day so far and those who are giving up time to help us. As well as the riding competition we also are entering the arts and crafts again this year where we have an individual and group entry, speak to Peg or Ysabel (Thursday morning) about this.
Please remember to support our art exhibition if you can. Our art boards are in Salcombe Art club until this Friday.
I have just bought 40 tickets for the Olympia horse show this year. I will be booking the coach soon and I will notify when tickets are available to buy. The price of the ticket will include the coach space and the ticket for the event.
Mark Burton has set off on his cycle trip from John o’Groats to Lands End and is currently in the Glen Valley en route to Loch Lomond. All is well with the team so far and we wish them the best of luck for the days to come and their arrival at Lands End. Mark is raising money for us and we are very grateful for his efforts, his just giving page can be found by following this link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/three-unwise-men-cycle-end-to-end
The team have raised over £3,000 already!!! Fantastic effort thank you so much.
At the end of March we had our licencing with South Hams council. It was a lot of work, a huge amount of effort went into the paperwork side of things and a huge amount of effort by the Monday work experience team getting the yard looking it’s best. I can proudly say that we have achieved the five star licence that we were hoping for which is fantastic.  
Our project is coming along, the planning permission is due to go live very soon and we have architectural drawings and an in-depth plan and proposal for the project. Thank you to those who have helped so far, we have some letters written which was great but I would still love to see some more letters of support for our project. We are looking for people to help with applying for funding and grants, people to help with building and labour, and planning also. This is a big task but we believe it will be a huge asset to the group and will be valued by so many. Anyone who has any help to offer we will be grateful. Also if anyone has any suggestions for our project or has anything to offer that may help please do let me know.
The Easter Holidays were a busy time as usual this time we saw the training and registration of five new coaches onto the RDA coaching platform which is fantastic. I did three training days prior to Becky Monk from north cornwall RDA coming to Erme Valley last Friday to give the final training for the new coaches to be enrolled. A huge well done to Anne, Bee, Goodie, Cathy and Lily for becoming new coaches at Erme Valley.

Dates:
6th May: No riding
13th May: No riding 
14th May: Regional Dressage (@ Lakefield)
17th May: No riding (provisional)
27th-31st May: No riding (half term)
10th-15th June: Helpers week
13th June 6pm: Helper training evening 
3rd July: Coffee Morning (@ 22 Fore Street)
6th July: In house dressage
11th-14th July: RDA National Championships (@ Hartpury)
18th July: A.G.M and B.B.Q (@ 22 Fore Street)

