Newsletter March 2019:
Welcome to all new riders and helpers. 
DBS reminder for those who still have to complete – speak to Peg, Sophie or Jane about this.
This year we have been lucky enough to be selected for the co-op community funding again from our local co-op store in Ivybridge. In order to support us in this, please sign up by following this link: https://www.coop.co.uk/membership and select Erme Valley RDA in community funding…and don’t forget to shop in the Ivybridge Co-op!! Funding opens from March until October. 
Another huge well done to Sian who has now raised £4850 from her cycle in Australia; she is so close to £5k, please help her raise a little more.
Our adopt a pony scheme is back up and running, speak to Peg or someone in the office to join in on this. Receive details of your chosen pony, their story, photographs, a rosette, and adoption for one year. 
Art competition coming up again, we are hoping to flood the south west region and national with our exhibits!! We are planning to do a group book again for the 50 years national RDA. Please speak to Peg or Ysabel (Thursday morning) about this project.  We are submitting individual art work, as well as a group piece. Please bring in your work. We also continue to develop our fantastic picture wall next to the mechanical horse. More boards for this year coming soon so please bring more lovely ideas for us to show. Also our lovely boards are soon going to form part of an exhibition at the Salcombe Art Gallery which is fantastic. Ysabel will put all the information about our artwork up in the viewing gallery for everyone to read.
Project:
Our plan this year is to improve our facility in two ways – firstly, replace the green room (as it is now rotting). We will buy a similar sized building to include a private (quiet) space , a small kitchen area and storage. Now for the big bit – we plan to cover the patio area and extend over the door by the mechanical horse (approx. size 5x8 metres). We would like a glass opening front to the building. 
The space will be for all our riders, volunteers and coaches and will provide an open and friendly life skills base for courses, visiting professionals, socials, meetings, and an educational resource area. 
We feel the whole group will benefit from such a project and we are looking for everyone to support us. We need letters of support from riders, friends, families, and professionals and the organisations we work with including schools, hospitals, centres. We would also like your ideas – what should we call this project/area? What equipment would be most beneficial? What would you like to have included? 
Do you know a professional who would like to help our members in education, social, confidence building, internet safety, independent living, life skills, making use of our friendly learning environment, an add on to our already successful riding and equine assisted therapy.

Dates:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Saturday riders: No riding 2nd March and no riding 9th March. Check with Peg before you come as we are very short of volunteers for this session and Saturdays are extra sessions so please bear with us.
4th April: Last sessions before Easter break
23rd April: Regional Show-Jumping (@ The Brook)
1st May: No riding (Supra Regional Conference)
6th May: No riding
9th May: No riding 
13th May: No riding (work experience only)
14th May: Regional Dressage (@ Lakefield)
16th May: No riding (provisional) change of date
27th-31st May: No riding (half term)
10th-15th June: Helpers week
13th June: group of 15 community volunteers coming to work on yard for anyone who would like to join in.
13th June 6pm: Helper training evening 
3rd July: Coffee Morning (@ 22 Fore Street)
6th July: In house dressage
11th-14th July: RDA National Championships (@ Hartpury)
18th July: A.G.M and B.B.Q (@ 22 Fore Street)
 


